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of us all, a much-loved member of the Mission, my sister-
in-law, the wife of my senior colleague, Mr. Buyers, was
removed by death. She had remained behind when
other ladies, who had children, left. Mr. Buyers was
prostrated by the blow, and for a considerable time was
unable to resume work. The charge of the Mission thus
came largely into my hands. Before the end of July we
re-opened our principal school in the buart of the city,
of which I was superintendent, and which I visited
constantly. At Benares a Depot Hospital was opened,
to which the sick and wounded Europeans were brought
from the surrounding country, and there a part of every
day was spent. My principal work, however, was among
the native Christians, with whom I met constantly to
speak about the state of affairs, to consult what should
be done, to commit ourselves to God, and ask from Him
guidance and protection: The firmness and courage of
these Christians were worthy of the highest praise. As
natives, they could elude observation far more easily than
Europeans; but even where they were unknown, so
entwined is idolatry with the whole life of the people,
they could not be any time among their countrymen
without being discovered if faithful to their Lord ; and,
as recreants from their ancestral religion, they were sure
to be cruelly treated. They had only to declare them-
selves Muhammadans, and safety would be at once se-
cured. Not 'one of our native Christian community
thought of seeking safety by such means. They seemed
resolved to brave every hazard rather than deny their
Lord At length, by the capture of Delhi in the first
half of September, and the relief of the Lucknow garrison
some twelve days afterwards, the dark, threatening clouds
over us began to break.